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MAGNETORESISTIVE PROPERTIES OF MULTILAYER FILM SYSTEMS
BASED ON Fe/Cu AND Fe/Cr
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The magnetoresistive properties of multilayer film systems based on Fe and Cu or Cr
were investigated at room temperature. Factors influencing on magnetoresistance
(MR) value changing were studied. In Fe/Cu film system, in which the individuality
of separate layers holds, the change of substrate from amorphous pyroceramic to
monocrystalline Si(111) leads to MR ratio increasing on 35 %, that is connected with
magnetic ordering in bottom epitaxial Fe layer. Thermal annealing of samples to
700 K leads to vanishing of odd effect in MR in perpendicular geometry and MR
increasing by two times in parallel geometries. Investigations of [Fe(dp,)/Cr(1)]1¢
system showed, that the Fe thickness changes from 0,31 to 1,5 nm lead to the
magnetoresistance magnitude changes from 0,03-0,05 % to 1-3 % subject to different
measurement geometries, which is interpreted by Fe granules formation in matrix of
solid solution (Fe, Cr).

Keywords: FILM SYSTEM, MAGNETORESISTANCE, SUBSTRATE, GEOMETRY
OF MEASUREMENT, THERMAL ANNEALING.
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1. INTRODUCTION

It is known, that before the discovery of giant magnetoresistance (GMR)
effect in Fe/Cr multilayers [1] the effect of antiferromagnetic coupling
between ferromagnetic layers through metallic interlayer was observed in
Fe/Cr and Fe/Au film systems. As GMR effect is interpreted by spin-
dependent scattering of conductivity electrons on parallel/antiparallel
orientation of the magnetization of adjacent magnetic layers or granules, it
is natural, that the spin-dependent electron transport can be occurred in
another kinetic and magnetoresistive properties in low-dimension magneto-
inhomogeneous film materials. It confirms, for instance, by the results of
works [3, 4], where the observation of the big magnetoresistance in Co/Cu
and Fe/Cu film systems at temperature T=4,2K (80 % and 13 %
respectively) is reported.

Among many multilayer structures, that are investigated so far, film
systems based on Fe/Cr and Fe/Cu are into an area of growing interest
because of the wide applications in modern electronics such a magnetic
sensors, GMR-based read-head devices in hard disks and other devices [5].
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As it is known from series of theoretical and experimental works, the
maximal value of exchange coupling between ferromagnetic layers in
multilayers is the characteristic of many factors influences. In particular,
oscillates of exchange coupling from antiferromagnetic to ferromagnetic,
when the thickness of non magnetic layer increases, leads to an oscillatory
behaviour of MR ratio [4] (the saturated magnetoresistance maximums,
observed in [6] for Fe/Cr structure, when the Cr layer thickness equals to
1,0; 2,5 and 4,3 nm, also point out on such behaviour). Also
magnetoresistive effect increases with numbers of bilayers increasing, the
measurement temperature decreasing and geometry changes. An important
contribution to the reducing of the MR ratio with temperature (for example,
temperature increasing from 4.2 K to 300 K leads to MR ratio decreasing 5-
6 times for Fe/Cr systems) is electron-magnon scattering, which shortens
the mean free path, and introduces spin mixing.

According to reports [7-10], the interfaces are crucial to the MR value of
multilayer systems (for example, increasing of interface amplitude, or
roughness, in Fe/Cr multilayers leads to magnetoresistance decreasing [7]).
It has been shown that the MR of Fe/Cr system increases upon annealing
while the fraction of ferromagnetic regions increases [8]. In [9, 10] the
formation of alloyed interface layer is attributed to the MR effect growth
with the layer thickness decreasing. Also in our and other authors works
(see for example [11, 12] and references in them) it was shown that the
structure-phase state of film systems based on Fe and Cr or Fe and Cu in as-
deposited and annealed state corresponds to granular solid solution (s.s.) (a-
Fe, Cr) or [Fe/Cu], system, in which the individuality of separate layers
holds. The conclusion of the works [9, 10] about solution formation near
interface can be considered as hypothesis, that interprets the MR increasing
with decrease of layer thickness. Then it is possible to claim that the film
systems based on Fe and Cr or Fe and Cu are the representatives of two
opposite types of systems in terms of structure-phase state (an unlimited
mutual atoms solubility in Fe/Cr and the conservation of an individuality of
several layers). Thus magnetoresistive properties of observable film systems
will be characterized by antiferromagnetic coupling of magnetic domains of
adjacent Fe layers (Fe/Cu system) or Fe granules (single domains) in
homogeneous through all the thickness of s.s. (a-Fe, Cr) samples. This fact
has predetermined the aim of investigations of this work, which can be
formulated like this: the study of the structure-phase state of film systems,
the annealing temperature, the thickness of individual layers and their
number and the type of substrate influences on magnetoresistive properties
of film systems based on Fe and Cr or Fe and Cu, generated by consistent
layer condensation and successive thermal treatment.

2. EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS

The film systems were prepared by thermal evaporation and successive
deposition of layers without orienting magnetic field in ultrahigh vacuum
(p =10-6-10 -7 Pa) with deposition rate of 0,5 nm/min. As substrate a
monocrystalline Si (111) and amorphous pyroceramic (P) were used.
Thicknesses of several layers were controlled in situ by quartz resonator
method. The annealing of samples was done in temperature range from 300
to 700 K. The magnetoresistive measurements were performed at room
temperature with four-point contact scheme in external magnetic field,
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which was varied from O to 1 T. The magnetoresistance is defined as
AR/Rs = (R(B) — Rs)/Rs, where R(B) and Rs are the resistivity in field B and
the saturation resistivity. Usually the Current Perpendicular to the Plane
(CPP) as well as the Current In Plane (CIP) geometries is using for MR
effect measurements. We have used the CIP geometry, where three mutual
external field B orientations with respect to sample plane and current
direction were observed: parallel geometry — B is parallel to the film plane
and to the flowing current (PG); perpendicular geometry — B is
perpendicular to the film plane and to the current (PrG); parallel-
perpendicular geometry — B is parallel to the film plane and perpendicular
to the current (PPrG).

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Results of magnetoresistance investigations of as-deposited samples
[Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)]y/P and [Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)];o/P are represented in
Fig. 1. The largest MR effect has been observed in perpendicular geometries;
its magnitudes were 0,13 % for [Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)]y/P system and 0,55 % —
for [Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)]yo/P.

In as-deposited samples hysteresis of AR/R, dependence is not observed.
Its appearance in parallel geometries after thermal treatment gives the
possibility to estimate the coercive force (value of magnetic field’s
induction, in which maximum of MR is observed). For the sample
[Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)];o/P it is B.= 60 mT. Also in these dependences for
annealed sample (Fig.1 ¢, f) the saturation state is observed (the saturation
field induction is Bg;= 200 mT), in which antiferromagnetic coupling
between adjacent Fe layers destroys and all magnetic moments of Fe atoms
are parallel to each other.

It is necessary to discuss more detailer the results, obtained in PrG (Fig.1
d, e, f). Though the magnetoresistance is from even effects category,
dependence AR/R, (B) has the typical character for odd effects in outward
appearance. This fact has not suitable explanation. But it can be marked
that the analogical behaviour of MR was observed in two-layer films Cr/Co
[13] under anomalous Hall effect measurement, which supposes
perpendicular component of ferromagnetic film magnetization. In [13] it is
noticed that the planar Hall effect was observed as even when magnetic
moments are all oriented in film plane in contrast to anomalous Hall effect.
It is clear, that normal component of magnetization in Fe layers is appearing
under perpendicular field, and dependences, analogical to Fig.1 d, e, must
take place not only in Cu/Fe and Cr/Co systems, but in another low-
dimension magneto-inhomogeneous film system.

The annealing of sample [Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)];o/P to 700 K (Fig. 1c, f)
leads to odd effect vanishing in perpendicular geometry and increasing of
MR magnitude in parallel-perpendicular geometries (from 0,17 % to
0,48 %, as shown in Fig. 1c). This fact can be connected with the original
magnetic order breaking in Fe layers and with the increasing role in MR
effect of electrons spin-dependent scattering in interfaces and grain
boundaries at the expense of interface roughness increasing and grain-
boundary diffusion activity.

According to Refs. [14, 15] and our early work [16] a maximal saturation
field in Fe/Cr superlattices is attained on the Cr layer thickness d¢, = 0,9-
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1,0 nm. In this case a maximum possible value of antiferromagnetic
interaction between ferromagnetic iron layers is realized. In the case of very
thin iron layers (dp. = 0,31-1,5nm), the magnetization curve achieves the
saturation in magnetic field up to 1,5 T when dp, = 1,5nm [15]. The results
of our investigations of magnetoresistivity properties of [Fe(dg.)/Cr(1)]19/P
multilayer samples at two values of dp, are represented in Fig. 2. As it is
shown there, the iron thickness changes from 0,31 to 1,5 nm leads to the
magnetoresistance magnitude changes in these systems from 0,03-0,05 % to
1-3 % subject to different measurement geometries. It is simply to explain
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Fig. 1 — Magnetoresistive magnitude versus magnetic induction for [Cu(2)/Fe(2)]4
(a, b) and [Cu(2)/Fe(2)] o (c - f) film systems, as-deposited (a - d) and annealed to
700K (e, f) for two mutual orientations of external field with sample plane and
current in CIP geometry: a, b, c — PPrG; d, e, f — PrG. o — first cycle, ® — second cycle
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this by structure-phase state change from homogeneous s.s. («-Fe, Cr) under
comparatively low concentration of Fe atoms (24 at.%) to granular s.s.
under comparatively high concentration of Fe atoms (50 at.%). For Fe/Cr
system in as-deposited state hysteresis absence is typical and in parallel
geometries saturation state is observed under field B, = 900 mT (Fig.2 a),
while in perpendicular geometry saturation is absence (see Fig.2 c).

In order to confirm the supposition about sensitivity of MR magnitude to
the type of substrate [17] the investigations of magnetoresistive properties
of [Cu(b5 nm)/Fe(5 nm)]s film system were done for different substrates
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Fig. 2 — Magnetoresistive magnitude versus magnetic induction for

[Fe(1,5)/Cr(1)]i0 (a, c) and [Fe(0,31)/Cr(1)]o (b, d) film systems for two mutual
orientations of external field with sample plane and current in CIP geometry:
a,b— PG; c,d - PrG

(Fig.3). It was obtained that the change of substrate from amorphous
pyroceramic to monocrystalline Si (111) leads to MR ratio increasing on
35 %, which can be explained by epitaxial growth of bottom Fe layer and its
magnetic ordering, that provides more effective antiferromagnetic coupling
with over Fe layer. In addition, the comparative small value of saturation
field must be noticed, which not typical for this film system and can be
connected with demonstration of Thomson anisotropic magnetoresistive effect.
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Fig. 3 — Magnetoresistive magnitude versus magnetic induction for

[Cu(5)/Fe(5)]s/Si(111) (a, c) and [Cu(5)/Fe(5)]s/P (b, d) film systems for two
mutual orientations of external field with sample plane and current in CIP geometry:
a,b— PG; c,d — PrG

4. CONCLUSION

The results of our investigations can be formulated in following conclusions:

1. In [Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)]4/P and [Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)];o/P multilayer film
systems, where the individuality of separate layers holds, in parallel-
perpendicular geometry MR value is approximately about 0,20 %
(T =300 K) and after annealing to T = 700 K increasing to 0,50 %, while
in perpendicular geometry in case of [Cu(2 nm)/Fe(2 nm)];o/P MR
magnitude decreasing from 0,55 % (odd effect) to 0,30 % (even effect).

2. The odd effect of MR was observed under investigations in perpendicular
geometry, which caused by a perpendicular component of ferromagnetic Fe
film magnetization, which vanishing after annealing to 700 K.

3. By example of [Cu(5 nm)/Fe(5 nm)], film system it was shown that the
change of substrate from amorphous pyroceramic to monocrystalline Si
(111) leads to MR ratio increasing on 35 %, which can be explained by
magnetic ordering in bottom epitaxial Fe layer.
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4. In multilayer film systems based on Fe and Cr, where structure-phase
state corresponds to solid solution (Fe, Cr), MR magnitude depends from
concentration of Fe atoms and changes from 0,03-0,05 % (not granular
s.s.) to 1-3 % (granular s.s.).

Authors acknowledge the financial support of the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine and Department of Science and Technology, Government
of India under INDO-UKRAINE program of cooperation in science and
technology Ne M/344-2008.

MATHITOPE3SHUCTHUBHI BJJACTHBOCTI BATATOIIIAPOBHUX IIJITBKOBHX
CHCTEM HA OCHOBI Fe/Cu I Fe/Cr
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Hocaidnceni mazuimopesucmusHi eaacmusocmi 0azamoulaposux nJai8KOBUX cucmem
Ha ocnosi Fe i Cu ab6o Cr npu ximHamuiii memnepamypi. Bueueni ¢arxmopu, axi
enauearmv Ha 3mMiny eeauiunu maznimoonopy (MO ). B naiexoeiii cucmemi Fe/Cu, 6
AKill 30epizaemvcs  iHOuBidyanvHicmbs oOkpemux wapie, nepexid 6i0 amop@pHOL
nioknadxu i3 cumany 0o monokpucmaniynoi Si(111) eede 0o 30inbUleHHA 6eAUYUHU
MO Hua 35 %, wWo noe’a3aH0 3 MAZHIMHUM YNOpAOKYBAHHAM 6 HUNHLOMY
enimakcitinomy wapi Fe. Tepmiune sidnanweanns spasxie do 700 K npussodums 0o
pyiinyeanna HenapHozo epexmy 6 MO 6 nepnendukyarapuiii zeomempii ma
30inbUeHHA 1020 6elUYUHU 6 2 pa3u 6 napanenrvrux zeomempis. ocni0xcenHs
cucmemu [Fe(dg,)/Cr(1)]1o noxasanu, wo 36invuenus moswunu wapy Fe gid 0,31
0o 1,5 um npuseodumsv 0o 30invwenus geauyunu MO gid 0,03-0,05 % 0o 1-3 % 6
3agexcHocmi 8i0 zeomempii 8UMIPIOBAHHS, UL0 NOSACHIOEMbCA YymaeopeHHam zpanyn Fe 6
mampuyi meepdozo posuuny (Fe, Cr).

Knarwowosei cnosa: II'TIBROBA CHCTEMA, MATHITOOIIIP, ITITRJIAODKA, TEOMETPIA
BHUMIPIOBAHHA, TEPMOBIJJITAJTIOBAHHA.

MATHUTOPE3UCTUBHLIE CBOMCTBA MHOTOCJIOMHBIX
IIJEHOYHBIX CUCTEM HA OCHOBE Fe/Cu H Fe/Cr

O.B. Coitnawenxol, . MManwan?, H.E. IIpoyenxol

1 Cymckuii rocyjapCTBeHHBLIH YHUBEPCUTET,
yi. Pumckoro-Kopcakosa 2, 40007, Cymbl, YKpauHa
E-mail: protsenko@aph.sumdu.edu.ua

2 Yuusepcurer Bapoga,
n.s. 51, 390001, Bagonapa, I'ymxapar, Ungusa
E-mail: cipanchal msu@yahoo.com

Hccnedosanvl mazHumope3ucmugHvle c80UCMBaA MHOZOCIOUHbBLX NJAEHOYHbLLX CUCMeM Ha
ocnose Fe u Cu uau Cr npu xomHamuoil memnepamype. U3yuenv. paxmopnt, eausouue
Ha u3MeHeHue seaudunv. mazHumoconpomugaerus (MC). B naenounoil cucmeme Fe/Cu, 6
KOMOpOoiL CcOXpansemcs UHOUBUOYANLLHOCMb OMOENbHbLX CJloe8, nepexod om amoppHOLl
noonoxKu u3 cumaana K MOHOKpucmaaaudeckoi Si(111) eedem K yseauueruro
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eequdunot MC na 35 %, umo c643aHO ¢ MAZHUMHbLM YNopadoieHuem 6 HUINCHeM
anumaxcuanviom caoe Fe. Tepmuuecrkuii omocuz obpasyos 0o 700 K npusodum k
paspywenuio Hewemrnozo sppexma 6 MC 6 nepneHOUKYAAPHOLL 2e0MeMPUU U YEeAULeHUID
ez0 eesuvuHb. 6 06a pasa 6 napailerbHblx zeomempusax. Hccnedosanue cucmemol
[Fe(dg,)/Cr(1)]19 nokasanu, wmo yeeauiernue monujuHvt caos Fe om 0,31 0o 1,5 nm
npusodum k yseauuenur eeauuunvt MC om 0,03-0,05 % do 1-3 % 6 sasucumocmu om
zeomempuu. u3meperus, ¥mo obsAcHaemcs o0pa3osanuem zpanyn Fe 6 mampuye meepdozo
pacmeopa (Fe, Cr).

Knioueevie cnoea: IIIEHOYHAA CHCTEMA, MATHHTOCOIIPOTHB-JIEHHE,
IIO]JJIOMEA, TEOMETPHA USMEPEHHA, TEPMOOT/RHT.
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